CLAIMS: 


1 . Barbecue apparatus comprising a support structure, a fire basket, and 
an optionally removable and adjustable cooking grid operatively 
positioned above the fire basket, the barbecue apparatus being 
characterized in that the fire basket is in the form of a generally squat, 
operatively horizontal rectangular enclosure comprising two spaced 
operatively horizontal mesh panels and a side panel extending between 
the edges of the two mesh panels along at least three sides thereof, the 
fire basket being supported in a manner enabling it to be inverted during 
the combustion of solid fuel contained therein about an axis that is 
generally parallel to any open region between the edges of the two 
mesh panels. 

2. Barbecue apparatus as claimed in claim 1 in which the means for 
inverting the fire basket are pivotal means enabling the basket to be 
rotated through at least 1 80 degrees about a generally horizontal axis 
passing approximately through the centre of the fire basket. 

3. Barbecue apparatus as claimed in claim 2 in which the pivotal means 
includes an axle extending centrally outwards from the front arid rear of 
the fire basket with at least one operating handle being provided at one 
end of the axle for rotating the fire basket. 

4. Barbecue apparatus as claimed in any one of the preceding claims in 
which the apparatus includes a hearth in the form of an ash collecting 
tray that is removable and located beneath the fire basket. 

5. Barbecue apparatus as claimed in any one of the preceding claims in 
which the support structure is in the form of a fireproof cabinet within 
which the fire basket is located. 
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6. Barbecue apparatus as claimed in claim 5 in which the top of the 
cabinet has an optionally removable surrounding shield within the 
confines of which is a generally vertically adjustable cooking grid. 


5 7. Barbecue apparatus as claimed in any one of the preceding claims in 
which the cooking grid is supported on a pair of opposite upright slide 
and guide assemblies. 

8. Barbecue apparatus as claimed in any one of the preceding claims in 
10 which the cooking grid has a manipulating handle at each end thereof in 

which case any surrounding shield is provided with cutaway zones 
through which the handles can pass, in use. 


9. Barbecue apparatus as claimed in any one of the preceding claims in 
15 which the space between one pair of corresponding side edges of the 

two mesh panels is left open so that the basket can be inverted by 
rotating it with the open side uppermost thereby preventing charcoal 
within the Fire basket from falling out, and the fire basket can be emptied 
by rotating it so that the open side is located lowermost. 

20 

10. Barbecue apparatus as claimed in any one of the preceding claims in 
which the fire basket is divided in the operatively vertical direction into 
two juxtaposed generally horizontal fire basket compartments so that 
either one can be employed if a relatively short duration of cooking is 

25 envisaged and both can be employed if a longer duration of cooking is 

envisaged. 

1 1 . Barbecue apparatus substantially as herein described and exemplified 
with reference to the accompanying drawings. 
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Dated this of October 2002. 
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